Miami Dade College FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MUSEUM OF ART AND DESIGN AT MDC PRESENTS THE EXHIBITION
JORGE PARDO: MONGREL

Miami, FL, August 10, 2021 — Museum of Art and Design (MOAD) at Miami Dade College
(MDC) presents Mongrel, a site-specific installation by the Cuban American artist Jorge Pardo.
Featuring a new series of quasi-abstract drawings along with modernist chairs, custom-fabricated
chandeliers, and a carpet designed by the artist in MOAD’s expansive Skylight Gallery, the
immersive exhibition poetically conjures the artist's own history and biography, including his
childhood memories as a refugee, processed with his family in the facility that now houses the
museum—the historic Freedom Tower itself. Jorge Pardo: Mongrel will be on view from Nov.
7, 2021 through May1, 2022.

Mongrel transforms MOAD’s largest gallery into a dynamic interior that evokes domestic space
and the artist’s early experiences. A series of twenty-five new drawings created expressly for this
exhibition meld a wide variety of images into arresting abstractions of pulsing color and form,
while still occasionally revealing their representational sources. The artist immigrated to the
United States as a child, passing through MDC’s National Historic Landmark Freedom Tower,
then used as a reception center for Cuban refugees. His memories of the welcoming architectural
landmark intertwine with those of displacement, trauma, and loss caused in part by the Cuban
regime’s confiscation of the emigrants’ family photographs and documents. Pardo’s drawings use
family photos—his own and others’—as their starting point, along with archival images from the
Freedom Tower’s days as a center for immigrants. He combines these with a vast array of other
images, including many of artworks crucial to his development as an artist and others meant to
evoke the cultural milieu of his formative years.

The artist manipulates his source materials on the computer, resizing, superimposing, colorizing,
and otherwise transforming images that recall personal and cultural memories into dazzlingly
hued, intricately textured near-abstractions. Pardo translates these into vector graphics, which
are then printed on cotton Guarro paper and brilliantly tinted by hand with colored pencils. A face,
a flower, or another recognizable image still sometimes peeks through, but Pardo’s drawings
suggest mood and emotion more than specific memorialization.

Pardo has compared the montage and assimilation of source images into the provisionally unified
whole of his drawings to the process of assimilation undergone by any immigrant to a new land,
including himself. He views his reconstruction of an image from recognizable fragments into a
new, often unfamiliar, mixed configuration as analogous his own hybrid or “mongrel” condition,
existing between cultural, ethnic, or racial identities.

Hung in MOAD’s imposing Skylight Gallery, with its double-height ceilings and clerestory
windows, Pardo’s drawings engage in conversation with his chandeliers and carpet, custom-
designed and made for this installation, and seating in the form of modernist chairs based on the
butaque, a furniture shape widespread across Latin America during the colonial era and after,
including Cuba and Mexico, especially Campeche, not far from the city of Mérida, Yucatan, where
Pardo currently lives. The artist's work speaks simultaneously to personal and cultural
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connections with place—with the Freedom Tower and Miami, and with locations further afield—
and to the disconnections and dislocations of the immigrant experience, and the hybrid identities
that result.

Acclaimed for elaborate installations that explore the overlooked or repressed histories of spaces
and objects, Pardo references mid-century architecture and design by repurposing, remaking,
and recombining decorative and utilitarian domestic furnishings and fixtures. Mongrel couples the
artist’s signature methods and strategies with a new emphasis on personal narrative to speak to
the powerful story of his own family’s immigration and his evolution as an artist. Like many of
Pardo’s immersive environments, Mongrel employs tropes taken from interior and industrial
design to reveal deeper meanings and emotive currents that underlie our attachments to aesthetic
modes and architectural spaces. The stories of people assuming the hyphenated identities of
immigrants find echoes in the sutured styles of the light fixtures—often created by splicing
together components of other light fixtures—alluding to the potent impact of memory and history
in our apprehension of interior design and architecture—and vice versa. Pardo’s exhibition
reanimates the personal and cultural history of the Freedom Tower, a single building that
epitomizes a critical part of the American experience. Investigating the effect of design and
architecture, Pardo offers the viewer a space orchestrated to incite reflections on displacement,
loss, resilience, and hope.

Jorge Pardo: Mongrel is accompanied by a special issue of MOAD Unbound, the Museum of Art
and Design’s new online publication series, devoted to the artist and his work, which includes a
critical essay by the Russell Ferguson, Professor in the Department of Art at UCLA and an adjunct
curator at the Hammer Museum.

Born in Havana, Cuba in 1963, Jorge Pardo studied at the University of lllinois, Chicago, and
received his BFA from Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, California. Pardo’s work has
been the subject of solo exhibitions at the Pinacoteca de Estado Sdo Paulo, Sdo Paulo (2019);
Musée des Augustins, Toulouse (2014); Irish Museum of Modern Art, Dublin (2010); K21
Kunstsammlung Nordrhein-Westfalen, Disseldorf (2009); Los Angeles County Museum of Art
(2008); and Museum of Contemporary Art, North Miami (2007). Paintings by the artist were
included in the 57th Venice Biennale (2017). Jorge Pardo currently lives and works in Mérida,
Mexico.

This exhibition is curated by Rina Carvajal, MOAD's Executive Director and Chief Curator and is
made possible by the Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural Affairs and the Cultural Affairs
Council, the Miami-Dade County Mayor and Board of County Commissioners; and the State of
Florida, Department of State, Division of Arts and Culture, and the Florida Council on Arts and
Culture. For invaluable assistance in his research, the artist wishes to thank the Cuban Heritage
Collection and the Cuban Refugee Center Records, both at the University of Miami Libraries,
Coral Gables; the Research Center at HistoryMiami Museum; and the Florida International
University dPanther Digital Repository.
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Located inside MDC’s National Historic Landmark Freedom Tower, MOAD at MDC offers
groundbreaking exhibitions and programs that aim to foster a reimagined Miami. Exploring the
challenges and opportunities we face locally and globally, MOAD convenes artists, designers,
and thinkers to address the urgent questions of our time. As the College’s flagship museum,
MOAD strives to be a catalyst for action and a place that empowers people to remake their city.
MOAD follows the College’s lead in operating across Miami with its Museum Without Boundaries
initiative, which takes place in city neighborhoods and invites everyone to be a part of the
conversation.

WHAT: Jorge Pardo: Mongrel
WHEN: Sunday, Nov. 7, 2021 through Friday, May 1, 2022
WHERE: Museum of Art and Design at MDC

Freedom Tower
600 Biscayne Boulevard, Second Floor

Hours: Wednesday: 1:00-6:00 PM; Thursday: 1:00-8:00 PM; Friday—Sunday: 1:00-6:00
PM

Museum admission: $12 adults; $8 seniors and military; $5 students (13-17) and college
students (with valid ID); free for MOAD members, MDC students, faculty, and staff, and children
12 and under; free on Thursdays from 4:00 to 8:00 PM.

Accessibility challenges: please call 305-237-7710 for details.

The Museum of Art and Design is open during regular hours. As part of Miami Dade College,
MOAD and MDC Special Collections will continue to closely monitor COVID-19. MDC is
coordinating efforts with the appropriate state and local authorities. We recommend that you visit
MDC's information and resource page and check back frequently.

For more information, please visit http://moadmdc.org and closely monitor our Facebook and
Instagram channels.

For updates and a full schedule of events, please visit https://moadmdc.org/programs-events.

Press Contacts: Jennifer Weinberg, MOAD’s Marketing and Membership Manager: 305-237-
7710, jweinbel@mdc.edu; JWI PR—Jessica Wade Pfeffer: 305-804-8424, jessica@jwipr.com.

MDC Media-Only Contacts: Juan C. Mendieta, MDC director of communications: 305-237-7611,
imendiet@mdc.edu; Sue Arrowsmith, director of media relations, 305-237-3710,
sue.arrowsmith@mdc.edu; Allison Horton, 305-237-3359, ahorton2@mdc.edu; or Norma Ardila,
305-237-3607, nardila@mdc.edu.
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This and other MDC releases are available on the web at www.mdc.edu.
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