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MUSEUM OF ART AND DESIGN AT MDC PRESENTS 
GERMANE BARNES: UKHAMBA, SECOND IN ANNUAL SERIES OF 

MOAD PAVILIONS 
 

Miami, September 18, 2023 – The Museum of Art and Design (MOAD) at Miami Dade College (MDC) 
presents Germane Barnes: Ukhamba, a new commission by the Museum and the second installment in 
an annual series of MOAD Pavilions. Designed by Germane Barnes, Miami-based artist, architect and 
educator, Ukhamba will be sited on the Building 1 Plaza at MDC’s Wolfson Campus during November 
12, 2023–February 24, 2024 and on MDC’s North Campus from March 11 to May 26, 2024. 
 
Named after a type of African woven-wood basket, Ukhamba is a 10-foot-tall circular structure built of 
curved wooden elements stacked in horizontal layers. Its construction, with four arched entrances, invites 
visitors to walk inside and congregate but allows the surrounding plaza and urban landscape to remain 
visible through the structure. Inspired by Barnes’s time working abroad in South Africa, as well as in Miami, 
Ukhamba not only responds to Miami’s sub-tropical climate but also unites architectural elements typical of 
diasporic communities of African and Caribbean origin. It comprises a pavilion that appears part basket, 
part traditional breeze wall. 
 
Ukhamba is a space for reflection on our relationship to the built environment, urban design, its histories, 
and cultural memories. Barnes’s pavilion continues the artist’s exploration of themes of spatial identity, 
migration, the cultural influences of the African diaspora, and its contributions to classical architecture. 
Primarily using materials found in South Florida, the artist has focused on sustainability and has designed 
a structure in dialogue with the history and natural environment that surrounds it. 
 
Barnes stated, “This is an amazing opportunity that allows me to continue honoring diverse legacies and 
cultures. My first semi-permanent pavilion, this structure combines the influences of the many places I have 
called home—and abstracts those memories into built form.” 
 
Ukhamba will be inaugurated during the Miami Book Fair (November 12–19, 2023) and is sited within the 
40th annual Miami Book Fair Street Fair (November 17–19). The inaugural activities feature a discussion, 
“Architecture and the African Diaspora,” between Barnes and noted artist and architect Olalekan Jeyifous, 
recent winner of the Silver Lion at the 2023 Venice Architecture Bienale, centered around the 2021 MoMA 
publication Reconstructions: Architecture and Blackness in America, which includes contributions by each 
of them. Additional public programs accompanying the pavilion include an artist-led architectural tour of 
historic Overtown, a Junkanoo band performance in the pavilion, and other events that will be announced 
on MOAD’s website and social media channels. 
 
Born in Chicago, Germane Barnes received a Bachelor of Science in Architecture from the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and a Master of Architecture from Woodbury University, where he was 
awarded the Thesis Prize for his project Symbiotic Territories: Architectural Investigations of Race, Identity, 
and Community. Currently he is an Assistant Professor and the Director of The Community Housing & 
Identity Lab (CHIL) at the University of Miami School of Architecture, a testing ground for the physical and 
theoretical investigations of architecture’s social and political resiliency. His work has been featured in 
international institutions most notably, The Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco MoMA, LACMA, Chicago 
Architecture Biennial, MAS Context, The Graham Foundation, The New York Times, Architect Magazine, 
DesignMIAMI/Art Basel, Metropolis Magazine, Domus, Wallpaper* Magazine, and The National Museum 
of African American History, where he was identified as one of the future designers on the rise. 
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Barnes’s award-winning research and design practice investigates the connection between architecture 
and identity, examining architecture’s social and political agency through historical research and design 
speculation. Mining architecture’s social and political agency, he examines how the built environment 
influences Black domesticity. 
 
Germane Barnes: Ukhamba is the second in a series of annual commissioned MOAD Pavilions, curated 
by Isabela Villanueva, MOAD Consulting Curator. The first, Rafael Domenech's Estuary [Pavilion for 
MOAD], opened at the MDC Wolfson Campus in November 2022 and was later reconfigured at the MDC 
Kendall Campus. 
 
MOAD's programs are made possible with the support of the Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural 
Affairs and the Cultural Affairs Council, the Miami-Dade County Mayor and Board of County 
Commissioners. They are sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Arts 
and Culture, the Florida Council on Arts and Culture, and the National Endowment for the Arts. 
 
WHAT:  Germane Barnes: Ukhamba 
 
WHEN:  Sunday, November 12, 2023, through Saturday, February 24, 2024 (Wolfson Campus) 
  Monday, March 11 through Sunday, May 26, 2024 (North Campus) 
 
WHERE: Building 1 Plaza, MDC Wolfson Campus, 300 N.E. Second Avenue, Downtown Miami 
  MDC North Campus (exact location TBA) 
 
MOAD and the MDC Special Collections are currently closed. For updates and a full schedule of events, 
please visit http://www.moadmdc.org/ and check our Facebook and Instagram channels for regular 
updates. 
 
Press Contacts: Jennifer Weinberg, MOAD Marketing and Membership Manager, (305) 237-7710, 
jweinbe1@mdc.edu; or JWI PR—Jessica Wade Pfeffer, 305-804-8424, jessica@jwipr.com. 
 
MDC Media Contacts: Irene G. Muñoz, MDC Director of Communications, (305) 237-3030, 
imunoz@mdc.edu; Sue Arrowsmith, MDC Director of Media Relations, 305-237-3710, 
sue.arrowsmith@mdc.edu; or Norma Ardila, 305-237-3607, nardila@mdc.edu. 

This and other MDC releases are available at news.mdc.edu. 

Miami Dade College is an equal access/equal opportunity institution which does not discriminate on the 
basis of sex, race, color, marital status, age, religion, national origin, disability, veteran’s status, ethnicity, 
pregnancy, sexual orientation, or genetic information. To obtain more information about the College’s 
equal access and equal opportunity policies, procedures, and practices, please contact the College’s 
Equity Officer: Cindy Lau Evans, Director, Office of Equal Opportunity Programs, and ADA Coordinator, 
11011 SW 104 Street, Room 1102-01, Miami, FL 33176, (305) 237-2577 (Voice) or 711 (Relay Service), 
EquityOff@mdc.edu. 
 
Miami Dade College is committed to ensuring the accessibility and usability of digital communications by 
all users and/or recipients, regardless of technology or access method. To ensure accessibility, the 
College strives to adhere to the standards established by Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 
2.1, Levels A and AA standards. 
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MOAD's programs are made possible with the support of the Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural 
Affairs and the Cultural Affairs Council, the Miami-Dade County Mayor, and Board of County 
Commissioners. They are sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Arts 
and Culture, the Florida Council on Arts and Culture, and the National Endowment for the Arts. 
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